Dear Paul (JMS), 


1/2S/11 


Your raailiiig of the 27th caiae today. I glanced at it tlria a.n. then rcturnad to the 
chpatcr on -^/hich I writing and have just finiohod. -i^otifcen noiJ and supecr I'll at leasst 

begin a rei.^ponso. I'll not go over the unclosed docs until, a., before, I c iic make notes 
and list so that, if I see anything that seens significant I can tell you wliat laiow and 
so there will bo a record to protect against any more of ay confusion, 

7/23 on/xvith clipzx I'll read later. I a±Kk take a more s -rious vicx.' than othkrs on 
the Mison-iiitchell xiiretap ing bmz. I tliinlc it is not alone for surveillance byt part of 
a systematic effort at forcing the couitry into accoptanco of a more authoritarian stance. 

That 6/22 V/„de case isnpt the case where buddy 'dalthers got it, is it? Henry told no 
of that the day it happened. I thought only one x/ac involved in it. uess the insxn-ancc 
rate on D,,.puties is going up. Wonder x/bj'- he decided to try tliat one hiiisolf . 

^our accoxmt of Jane is consistent x;ith earlier ones here. 1 liad the same interest, 
not in her. Thanlcs. 

2'i to me:I agree vrith you on Eiark's not loaox/ing. I coxild give you a couple of 
candidates for those xfho saxr to it, V/lmt I sent you was not from DJ byt Archives, x;hich, 
of ooxirse, retailed JD interpretation, 1 have forgotten .hat it x-;as about except tliat it 
was soraething I said they had to give because it xxas "considered" Sec their 7/5/68 to me, 
my response 7/l3» their 8/8. 

Agreed on tine re: tlireat. dan't tliini: of "discreet approach to FIT, Sll, but good idea. 

DJ list, CD75 pages: I'd prefer not to pinpojt my interest any fiirthe..’, i.t' you do 
not iidnd including in year next request, iind xAen I vnrite, it talccs forever. Tils date of 
the release annoxmeing the rolase of those pages is critical, so it if is other tlian tliat 
on p. 1 I should know. 

Instead of going into the significance of the destruction, I'll send you the- 'whole 
thing xvhen I get it all on paper, 

I ani glad you arc pushing on your thesis. I >>ave, intermittently, as r.,cuntly as 
in './imt Iwrote xiim last niglit, been undent.. .king to pish Usiy a bit on tiiis. It is essential 
not to postpone or delay what is best done most expeditiously and in younger years, krom dry's 
letter received today, you arc- in bott>jr sliapie on tliis tlian lie. 

On a bouk: the important thing is to be prepared fpr disappioin tnent , for the pressures 
against anytliing 011 the subject are enormous. Thus, long ago, I decided tliat T had to cast 
myseli' in the role of the irebrd-leaver and hope that xdiat Xv'as xvritten Xvith tills in mind rniglit 
find uso as a book. An AO, I tliink v/e xrould, necessarily, overlap to a degree, but ou± 
approaches and concepts xrould be different. In a decent society ssEjdeK there 5 d be room 
for both. In tlxLs, px-aiiaps for ncitlier. 1 iiave liad to lay it aside, i’roia x-diat you say, youill 
not liave begun yours by the time I've finished irane. 8 q, I 11 hu.vo a coyy for you and, if you 
can profit from it, so much the better, i-iean'rfhilc , 1811 also have profited from your- citicisn. 
It o-s Just possible; oliit "‘Tlio Os'v.ald fapers" liiigii", mlr^ a goou tnle,impjor’ii.:.-nr m a eooiC. 

There is begin.dng a current tiBnd in books, not yot well cst.ublished but Bsssm reported 
by a dependable editor for personal xvriting, Tq a degree, do this but not for personal 
reasons. He says readers are no.; finding tills attractive. I am reminded by yo'ur saying you 
would recount your efforts to get these files, I strongly encourage you to consider xdiat I 
believe you might not otherwise consider, doing at least this part first person and the 
rest so that '..■o'uld not be out of keeping. I tbinlc this also serves historically usciul 
purposes. Hox-f the Com got sidetracked, how its worldng papers shov? it worked might, in 
itself, isake an entirely different kiiid of book that a ^Diversity piress migiit go for, 
including Calif's, '•‘•'id.s x-ras Epstein's pretense. I tliink tliat of idl the things you could do, 
this is perhaps the single one that is most suited to your own personality and approach. You 
might thus want to consider more than one 'i.'ork, and that one as a separate one. I think it 
X'/ould bo the most Valuable single tiling 5'ou could do and tliat you could w-ithout digression 
x^ander off from time to time into illustrative examples tint coxiLd be quite interesting. Tiiis 
may be a dlffe.rent tlian you conceived it, but I sug_,est you kick it around. Hpstein got 
acceptability, aside from finidn,^, by seeming to be a genuine scholar doing a genuinely 
scholarly Job. 'I’liis, in a sense, is not far from xriiat you mention, b'ut it is a slightly 
different focus, A fav. of the tilings you mention 1 iiave doubts about, like bobby and bbJ, 



uales'. you have iruiind v/iiat I do not seo. How I feel about competition is tlmt nobody 
has any monopoly, we all liavo obligations, and thoso of us who can and do work together 
shoudl, to tile degree possible, help each other in eacn other’s projects, fliere is no 
true competition, althougli at some point there laight be for a market, ■‘■t is, rather, 
cooperation, and we, or the few rationals left, all seek the sane end. ^on^t worry about it. 

Kvery tine i hear of Lifton I fool c^ueasy, first because for a long tine nave 
felt he is quite sick, which can account for the many racan, rotren things he did. I feel 
that if he ever did his book, he'd liave nothing leit to live for. There is tMs baa side to 
him he nay iiave hidden from you with care, but believe iae, he vioula steal anp oliiiij^ ix he 
thought ho could use it, and then hide anything he consider significant, except among those 
he'd feel he could trust and v/hose respect he'd like. And, as scvei’ul havci indicated, he 
may have something of real significance. The most lUcoly way for iiin would liave been theft, 
and -nibeler the most likely "victom", if that word can be sued to fit hi.m. '-’o, have 
another interest: his misuse of wliatover it nay be, the special interpretation he nay put 
on it and ruin it, and the posoibilty that, even if he doesn t louse it up, ho i,dgho noo do 
^1 that is possible with it. However, it is liis, so far as know, and i do bcliovc those 
~ho licive told mo &e does iiavo something arc dependable. Too bad. I suppose it is one of 

the still-classifieds. _ 

■^o not confuse private and vanity printings. They arc entirely different. Forgot 
vanity, ’wMch would ld.i:L anytliing. That is ..here you pay a specialized house to publish 
and piay them all their jgmng costs plus a profit in advance and then get but a small fraction 

on any sales.. They gou you both ways and nobody pays any attention to the book. A 

private pri ting is where you are your oijn publisher, and t.cre is nothing disreputable ^ 

■in tliat. The odds arc heavily against it, but, as with W, it can ^go. If and when you ,cC>' 
to that point, I c.ii, perhaps, help, "’'t is the least desireable ot the possibilties, 

considering vanity not a possibility. _ ^ 

My ni’ioritics; I've had to forget AO for a wiiile. may have to devote xyseli oo our 

damage suit vs the government, , so long stalled by it. I'li do filing other suits for info, 

and perhaps appeals. So, I can t forecast a date. I wish I had more oi tlxis done. There are 

too raany books already started~and laid aside. 

The problem with a joint publication is dissimilar personalities, different approaches, 
conflicting interpretations, etc. I am not, pe*- se, opj^x)sed to it, out it usually leads uo 
conflict, I began with VAf tlmt way and wound up having to write all of it in 4 weeks, a helluva 
job and no mean performance. \!e can think about it, but we should also bo aware of what it 
entails. I tliinic tlmt first of all you shoiild really decide what interest you laost, idmt 
you consider most important, \dmt you thiidc you can do best, some basis of priorities 
md interests. There is an emormous amount of mateilal. Hhen you first mentioned that you 
also would be doing a book like A 0, I welcomed it becaxise I tliink it would be entirely 
different tlmn mine. I tliLnk that in itself would be meritorious, for it is a subject ti^t 
requires exploration from all sides. But when I saw your phrases at the bottom of the first 
page and remembered hov? that Mpstein bum was greeted because of the pretense oi scnolarsliip 
ana only protended to do tlm job outlined, it suddenly seemed timt you not only_coulu do it 
but without doubt have doiie more of precisely that tlian the rest of us. Flus being well©suited 
to that Icind of study. It has the additional merit of being a study tliat should be xiade, so, 
if vou could not get it published, you would have done a work of significant scholarsliip. 
neither Byivia nor I did precisely that. We hinted, we nibbled, we suggested, even proved, 
but a case hire, an instance there. lou iaiow, this is all off tin, top oi my head, wi^-nou 
thinking it through, so take it that way, examine it very critically. But I thiiik anotner 
thing that should influence your selection of topic is your capabilities and limitations, 
in addition to what you might not enjoy. For example, for a popular-approach book to oe 
a success, it requires travel, public appearances, etc. But a work of genuine scholarMp ^ 
can have enough ^pular appeal to at .:ract some general reauei-siiip and sale wliile exerting 
a bigger draw on institutions, where it can have a large sale. The Icind of book B ^ve in 
mind from your phrases well be used in goveiomaent classes, for example, e pop ar 

in style. I ulsh I thought there wore some prospect of onr getting; together tioaet^e^ when 
we could just chat about tiiis, bec.:,'.use it might help. You should do at^least one boom, ihe 
question is vfimt book, nnd the possibility of success must be kept in the lorefront^^ for 
there is little comfort and no profit in doing a good book nobody gnowns about and lower 
get. accomplishment of our objectives really requires a decent audience. 



I s6e no problem of coiapeti'tioii* I see a ciiiici’cnt one, liow imich time you'll liave 

vri.th a full-time career aiid I Mope some private life and fun, i’irls lio^uig tliat you !.ny 

do Just one, and tlmt means it should be solocted v/ith groat care and should be the best 
thig you can do. 

1 got very good editorial roaction to tii : subject and to tin samples but a negative 
policy decision, as of now, where I .aadc the submission. I 'll finish the book anj~way"^when 
i can. I have to do it, as I liad to do the Kis ana COUP, if oiay to make a record and 
raalce wliat I^liave done availaole in some form in the future, I liad also started IIGSR and 
laid it aside. 'j'here is even some o^' tliis I conceive in novels. 

I haven t heard from JliS either, and from time to time I've wondered, fou kaoe IxLm 

better than I. -although I Imvc sent liim much, the last tiling got was dated 5/2. I tb-i-aV 

it isight be good if you could nudge liim ana wo could find out ho is okay. 

^Tliat ^ook tiling is the la t straff so far as I am concerned, i/e'll never survive 
tnat Isind of thing, "^t is a sickening as it us dishonest, and I suspect you are not able 
to detect all the dishonesties by both, Jim agrees but says nobody can do anybliiiig. I do 
not got Computers and Berkeley doesn't like me because I tried to toll liiia the truth. I 
pre:,ume that again they iiave done only the Leonard J.G tiling, v/Mch is but a cart, 

unere the vrork^vfgs done^for thorn by uim. I jiad one copy, he liad another, and vju put'them 
together. A friend^of mine, a close friend of Ms and a peer, vnrota the '■'•'imes. I liavc a much 
larger, :.iore deiinitive thing with PIlAiiB— UP, where they did worse and with a bad guy, 
v/iiich there is iio reason to believ Leonard who. iind who is the tthey" who did it to me? 
Leonard. I've forgotten_^tlio Otopica, illl. new-toam stuff. 

I'orgot reminds} ou may, when you get to writing, want to hoar some of my tapes of 
interviews. 

I haven^t looked at the “oulden tiling or other enclosui’es. Easy to ,;et or not, they 
v/syotc me it doesn b ezist, anu. they are supposed to have everything Eientioning Oouldcn 
in a single folder, r;cmonbor? 

especially ii you will nor write mtil after you finish your thesis, give much 
thought to your sueject. leaving decided tnat, y lU c n more intelligently consider 
ramil'ications . 


Sincerely. 



